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Foundation stone for Rs 645-cr
Global Skills Park laid
Singapore-based Institute of Technical Education to help in developing the park
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We dont want shop
type ITI institutes in the
state. We want institutes
that are willing to adopt
new and innovative courses and only such institutes
will be permitted to run
ITI courses, said chief
minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan after laying the
foundation stone for Global Skill Park here on Monday.
On the occasion, Union
skill development and entrepreneur minister Rajiv
Pratap Rudy, Consulate
General of the Republic of
Singapore Ajit Singh,
Bruce Poh of ITES and
many other officers were
also present.
The state government
will establish the Global
Skill Park (GSP) with the
help of Singapore government in Bhopal.
The park will be developed on 37-acre land at
Narela Shankri in Govindpura Industrial area with
Rs 645 crore Wold Bank
aid.
The chief minister said
that the Global Skills Park
is one of his dream projects. He expressed gratitude to Singapore-based Institute of Technical Education (ITE) for its assistance

CM sets time limit

T

he CM has set
August 15, 2018 as
deadline for the
development of the
GSP by and has
instructed the MoS
Deepak Joshi and chief
secretary BP Singh to
meet the time limit.
Union minister Rudy
informed that prime
minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate
the Park. Three years
will take for the
complete development
of the park. However,
the GSP will be
partially ready and
courses will begin by
August 15, 2018.

Chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Union minister for skill development Rajiv
Pratap Rudy and Consulate General of the Republic of Singapore Ajit Singh, MoS
Deepak Joshi and other lays foundation stone of Global Skill Park, at RCVP
Noronha Academy of Administration on Monday
in developing the project.
Visits to Singapore have
inspired me to do something new. During my first
visit I was impressed by
the Sentosa, Chouhan said.
After seeing Sentosa I
planned to develop Hanumantiya Tapu in the state
as a tourist centre on the
same lines as tourism
would create new employment opportunities, he
said.

The second visit motivated him to establish Skills
Park after seeing the Global Skills Centre at Singapore, the CM added.
Chouhan said that the
Global Skills Park will be
developed with latest technologies and facilities of
international
standard.
The park will produce
skilled talents and youth of
the state will get more employment opportunities.

Union skill development
and entrepreneur minister
Rajiv Pratap Rudy expressed his concern over
unemployment and the
pain of job seekers. However, an ITI trained person
will not run for the job, he
will get job at his doorstep
or he can established his
own venture.
Consulate General of the
Republic of Singapore Ajit
Singh said that he is great-

ly impressed with the determination of the chief
minister towards development.
Bruce Poh of ITES said
that an effective initiative
has been taken to end unemployment in the state.
The entire state is witnessing the governments efforts to find solutions of the
unemployment problem.
Minister of state skill development Deepak Joshi
informed that the chief
minister has given the responsibility to start the
course from current academic session.
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The implementation of
the GST has come as a
shocker for the industrialists who have already put
up their units in the state
or are planning to do so.
The state government has
withdrawn all concessions
in VAT and Central Sales
Tax given to the industries
under its industrial promotion policy. Under the
policy, the taxes deposited
by these industries were
reimbursed to them. From
July 1, they would deposit
GST instead and would not
be eligible for its reimbursement.
These units were also
given concessions in entry
tax. Those too stand withdrawn. The concessions in
luxury tax given to the hotels and in entertainment
tax to cinema houses have
also ended. The commercial tax department has issued notification to this effect.
Till the industries department frames a new
policy vis-à-vis GST, the
concessions would not be
available. It would not be
easy for the government to
make provision for reimbursement of GST.
The industrialists who
had obtained major concessions from the state
government will now have
to deposit huge amounts
as tax. This may also adversely impact the industralisation of the state as
the industrial groups,
which intended to take advantage of the tax concessions, may defer their
plans for establishing
units here.

Scindia writes to PM GST will create job opportunities: CAs
on farmers’problem
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Congress MP Jyotiraditya
Scindia has written a letter to a prime minister
stating the condition of
farmers of the state on
Monday.
Scindia stated that farmers
are not getting
minimum support price for
their products
and they are
forced to stage
protests. The
state government has killed
six farmers in
Mandsaur on
June 6, the letter said.
Since then, till June 29,
42 farmers have committed suicide in the state.
The state government is
not paying attention on
the farmers problems
like purchasing seed, fertilizer and other farm
items at very high cost.
Besides, the farmers are
not getting proper price of
their products.
He also added that during his tour to various district of the state he had

found that farmers are
taking loan from societies,
money lenders and because they are not getting
proper return of their
products. Due to non payment and pressure, the
farmers are committing
suicide.
According to
national crime
bureau,
from
2010 to 2015, 6594
farmers
have
committed suicide, out of this
number around
80 per cent have
committed suicide,
because
they were not
able to repay the
amount
to
money
lenders.
He stated that the state
government is not able to
sort out the problem, he
made three demands to
the PM. He asked to waive
off the loan, as Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka, Punjab and Maharashtra have
done.
Increase the MSP and to
make proper arrangements in mandi, so that
the farmers can sell their
product freely.

India has now a single tax
system which came into
force on July 1 in the
form of Goods and Service Tax (GST).
Though the complexities of this new tax
regime
have
baffled
many, it is seen as an opportunity for job creation
in new sector by a few.
If complexities related
to account maintenance
in GST persist, it is likely
to step up the use of computers which will then re-

quire experts of the field.
The situation which
now arises is that the new
tax system will create difficulties for business entities to deal with the figures while filing taxes
owing to which there will
be the need of additional
manpower.
City-based chartered accountant LK Maheshwari
told Free Press that registered business entities,
who are maintaining manual account books and not
having computer knowledge and skills may need
to seek assistance of per-

sons who can help these
entities filing returns.
Another chartered accountant S Krishnan too
shared similar view saying that the way GST has
been implemented, it will
now be required to have
accountants in business
groups.
The big groups can hire
chartered
accountants
while small traders will
require accountant owing to affordability issues.
Now that the accountancy work will be increased
in the business houses

and even small entities, it
will also lead to spurt in
creation of jobs for the
experts in the field.
However the job creation will somehow create another kind of crisis
in the market said
Govind Goyal a businessman.
The problem will not be
faced by giants but by
small retailers who will
not be able to handle computer. They will also have
to hire someone for the
computing and they may
end up loosing their business in this way.

Govt banking on Sri Lanka for building Sita Mata temple
Project hanging fire
for 7 yrs, team from
state to visit Colombo
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It was way back in 2010
that chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, during his
visit to Sri Lanka, had announced a contribution of
Rs 1 crore from the state
government for construction of Sita Mata temple in
the island nation. Seven
years down the line, noth-

ing has been done in that
direction. The government
is now even ready to foot
the entire bill for the construction of the temple but
to no avail.
Chouhan had discussed
this issue with Ravindra
Samarveera, labour minister of Sri Lanka during the
latters visit to the capital.
After this, the Lankan government said that it was
ready to begin the construction in association
with the state government.
Now, a team of officials
including Manoj Shrivas-

tava, principal secretary of
religious endowments department, CMs principal
secretary SK Mishra and
Hariranjan Rao, MD of
MPTDC, along with the architect of the project, will
be visiting Sri Lanka to
discuss the issue.
Nothing has come out
from the discussions between the state government and the temple trust.
The trust had proposed to
the government that it can
contribute to the construction of prayer hall in the
capital but the state gov-

ernment had rejected the
proposal. The state government is under pressure
from the RSS for getting
the temple constructed.
The state government
now intends to propose to
the Sri Lankan government
that it would award the contract for the construction of
the Temple in India and the
contractor can then handle
the work in Sri Lanka. Once
this proposal is put up, the
government of that country
may work out a solution to
the tangle in consultation
with the temple trust.

UP TO 12 PER CENT HIKE IN PRICE LIST OF EATERIES

Now, eating outside will dig deeper holes in your pocket
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Thanks to GST, the weekend
dinner
at
your
favourite restaurant may
dig deeper holes in your
pocket.
Eating out has become
costlier after the implementation of the new tax
regime and so have sweets
and other items sold by
confectioners and sweet
shops. In some cases,
prices have jumped by up
to 12 per cent  from 6 percent to 18 per cent. However, those patronising street
food joints remain unaffected.
GST has different tax
slabs for different products
- five per cent for mawa,
ghee, Bengali sweets, dry
fruits and sonpapdi, 12 for
salted snacks like chips,
chat et al, 18 for bakery
products like shakes, pastries, cookies, kulfi and
ice-cream and 28 on chocolates, mocktails, slush and
soda. The price of Thalis
has gone up in most of the

Price of items before and after GST
Item
Masala Dosa
Chhole Bhature
Sabudana Khichdi
Chicken Biryani
Pizza
Samosa
Rossogulla
Ice-cream
Note : Rats per plate /piece/ kg
restaurants.
Some of the restaurateurs report up to 10 per
cent drop in sales. Others
are hopeful that GST
would bring the prices of
raw material down after
some days.
Ishan Soni, owner of Milan Restaurant, M P Nagar
told Free Press, The
prices remain the same on
our menu but now we add
GST to the bill instead of
service tax and VAT. It totalled 11 per cent but we

charge only six per cent
from the customers who
preferred to be served. In
case of self-service, there
was no tax. But now we are
charging 12 per cent tax in
the self service zone, 18 per
cent in our AC restaurant
and 12 per cent in non-AC
restaurant. Earlier the tax
rate was same for both
Soni further added The
Thali that cost Rs 158 then
now costs Rs 178.
Yes, GST has changed
the prices. Now we are

charging 18 per cent GST,
including five per cent for
AC restaurant. We add the
tax amount to the bill. Earlier, we only used to take
six per cent service tax
from customers. It means
the prices of various items
have increased by 12 per
cent due to GST, said TB
Pandey, manager of Hakeem LHIndia, adding
The price of a plate of
butter chicken after GST is
Rs 353. Earlier it was 330.
Jose, assistant manager

Rate
Now
Rs 68
Rs 79
Rs 35
Rs 353
Rs 672
Rs 12
Rs 252
Rs 46

Then
Rs 60
Rs 75
Rs 30
Rs 330
Rs 653
Rs 10
Rs 240
Rs 40

of Indian Coffee House
said We are now charging 18 per instead of six
per cent earlier. After the
implementation of GST,
the number of customers
has decreased by 10 per
cent.
We have switched to
GST from day one. The
rates vary from 5 per cent
on mawa to 40 cent tax on
cold drinks, said Nitin,
cashier at Manohar Dairy
adding that Now the rate
of a Thali is Rs 212 earlier

Onions worth
Rs 600 cr bought,
25L MTs remains

GST impact: Govt
nixes tax concessions
to industries

it was Rs 198. We are also
taking 10 per cent tax for
parcel.
Naveen Sujwani, owner
of Bapu Ki Kutiya, M.P.
Nagar said, Our restaurant is non AC. So we are
charging 12 per cent GST.
Earlier, we used to charge
11 per cent tax including
service tax and VAT. So,
the prices are up by one
per cent. A thali that cost
Rs 159 earlier now costs Rs
161.
We are paying 12 per
cent GST but the prices of
our products is same. We
are not charging anything
extra from our consumers.
It is as usual. We are working on lower margins. We
will wait and watch for one
month. May be the price of
raw materials would decreased, said Amit Soni,
owner of Milan Sweet and
Namkeen shop, MP Nagar.
Pramod Gokhle, cashier
of Annapurna Bhojnalaya
and sweets shop said
We will start charging
GST after two or three
days.

Figures provided
by horticulture
dept confuse govt
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Onion continues to bring
tears into the eyes of the
government. It has already spent Rs 600 crore
on procurement of onions
at MSP. According to the
horticulture department,
the annual production of
onions in the state is 32
lakh quintals. The government has already
bought 7.5 lakh MTs of
onions and, thus, according to official figures, it
has not purchased 25 lakh
MTs from the farmers.
And amid all this, there
are allegations of onions
being recycled and the
same stocks being sold to
the government again
and again.
The purchase of onions
is continuing in 10 districts of the state. There
are reports that onions
from outside the state are
being brought for sale at
the procurement centres
in these districts. Due to
the figures provided by
the Horticulture department, the government is
hesitant to stop the
process.
The Horticulture department, it seems, is inflating the figures of
onion production. And
due to this, the government exchequer is being
bled white.

Govt seeks funds
from Centre

T

he state
government is
trying to obtain funds
from the Centre to at
least partly recover the
amount it has spent on
onion procurement.
The state government
can get assistance at
the rate of Re 0.95 per
kg from the Centre
under the price
stabilisation scheme. A
proposal to this effect
has been sent to the
Centre.

The government is purchasing onions at the rate
of Rs 8 kg and selling the
produce at the rate of Rs 2
per kg. Traders from
Mumbai and Delhi are
flocking to the state to
buy onions from the state
and sell them at huge
profits in markets outside
the state. The government
has authorised the collectors to sell the stocks.
An onion producer says
that the harvest of onions
is completed by the first
week of May. Almost all
the farmers who had
sown onions have sold
their produce to the government and now the
traders, in collusion with
the officers, are making
merry at the cost of the
government.
Sources said that in
view of all this, the government may put a stop to
the procurement over the
next two or three days.

Centre to fund case
study on skill gap: Rudy
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The Union government
will fund state government
to conduct case study on
skill gap for its exemplary work towards skill development in the nation,
said Union minister of
state for skill development
and entrepreneurship Rajiv Pratap Rudy while addressing a press conference, here on Monday.
The chief minister has
taken one step ahead in establishing skill training in
the nation, he said.
In the country around
36,000 agencies are conducting skill development
training, but when the government tried to select
agencies for training, only
32 were found eligible,
Rudy said.
Organisations which
are not having even a single training centre are
holding training sessions
in 100 places. During investigation it was found
that they have manipulated the papers, the officials
of National Skill Development Corporation will be

held responsible for ignoring the norms, he informed.
He said that in year 2023,
the nation will claim for
conducting Skill Olympic,
but before that the state
and the nation have to put
the claim by establishing
the skill scenario in the
world.
Answering to a question
on cricketer Srikkanth
and his contribution in
skill development, the
minister
said
that
Srikkanth is associated
with the Skill India programme and he is providing English training.
People who know English they have 33 per cent
more chances to get employment,he added.
Renowned
cricketer
Sachin Tendulkar and
Srikkanth are the brand
ambassador of Skill India
programme, Rudy informed.
He also claimed that the
state government will
start its courses with the
help of the Rajiv Gandhi
Proudyogiki
Vishwavidyalaya from the current session.

